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The Foundation continues to expand
its list of publications, and is now one
of the largest publishers specialising
in items of Manx interest.
Amongst this year’s publications are a
re-issue of the best selling music CD
The Best That’s In which has been
updated with new tracks. Financial
assistance was given to a number of
other publications including a re-issue
of the Manx National Song Book

which combines the previously
separate volumes I & II into one

convenient volume, newly indexed and with a special spiral
binding which is especially designed to stay open on a music
stand! The Foundation also assisted with a publication looking at
the rural architecture of the north of the Isle of Man. Written by
Sue Cannell this important volume records a style of living which
has now all but disappeared. Two maps were also part-funded by
the Foundation; one was the map of Manx Geology and the other
was a map outlining a series of walks in and around Ramsey.

TThhee  ffuullll  lliisstt  ooff  ppuubblliiccaattiioonnss  bbyy  tthhee  FFoouunnddaattiioonn  iiss  aass  ffoolllloowwss::

Publishing
CCuurr  MMaagghh

Never to Return

The story of Manx prisoners sent to the penal colonies
The Ellan Vannin Story

The story of the loss of the Ellan Vannin after sailing from Ramsey in December 1909
The Manx and Their Music

A history of the part music has played in Manx society by Fenella Bazin
Captains of the Parish

A history of this ancient Manx appointment by Constance Radcliffe
The Promised Land

A CD of Manx West Gallery Music
Cronnane

A CD of traditional Manx music sung by the choir Caarjyn Cooidjagh
The Best That's In! CD and cassette

A compilation of the best of Manx music on CD and cassette
The Light House

Contemporary Manx folk music.
Six Foot Under

The poems of Paul Lebiedzinski
Manx Memories and Movements

The memoirs of political reformer Sam Norris.
Ree ny Marrey

Easy piano arrangements of Manx traditional music by Fenella Bazin
Mactullagh Vannin

Cassette of the seminal Manx traditional folk group
Mona Douglas Tribute

Book of tributes to the doyen of Manx music and folk collecting - Mona Douglas.
Governors of the Isle of Man

A history of Governors since the Revestment by Derek Winterbottom
A History of the Manx Church

A fascinating history of the Manx church since the arrival of Bishop Wilson by Canon John Gelling
T E Brown - An Anthology

A selection of T E Brown's poetry especially selected and introduced for schools by Dollin Kelly
Manx Sea Fishing     Manx Farming & Country Life     Manx Mines, Minerals & Geology

Three education packs compiled especially for schools by Fred Radcliffe
Fo'c's'le Yarns

Annotated version of T E Brown's Fo'c's'le Yarns
Ramsey, 1660-1800

A history of Ramsey by Constance Radcliffe
Shining by the Sea

The modern history of Ramsey by Constance Radcliffe
The Poems of Cushag

A selection of poems by Cushag
CCuurr  MMaagghh
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There have been a large number of
projects that the Manx Heritage
Foundation has supported throughout the
year. Some of the more notable ones

include sponsoring the production of a CD by the Manx music
group Moot whose members specialise in performing traditional
Manx music to a background of carefully assembled electronic
samples - often with fascinating results. The Easter Festival of

the Visual Arts held at the Tynwald Mills complex at St John’s
received substantial support this year, and judging by the attendance at the three-day event it was a huge
success. The Foundation sponsored some trips abroad for the Manx folk group King Chiaullee and also
assisted with a visit to Cornwall by the group Bock Juan Fannee. Support for the New Manx History and
the continuing production of New Manx Worthies continues, as well as support for the annual Celtic
festivals such as Yn Chruinnaght, Shennaghys Jiu, and Feailley Ghaelgagh. The Foundation paid for the
translation and recording of the commentary on the video The Isle of Man From The Air which was
undertaken by Chris Sheard, and this is the first DVD programme to be issued with a Manx Gaelic option.
Assistance with a Ramsey Trails leaflet was also given, and the first trench of monies was paid towards
a major archeological project to trace the mysterious Myroscough Abbey on the flatlands around Lezayre.

A new initiative has been
started this year by the
Foundation to make a video
record of important changes and
events on the Island.

This exciting new project
complements the already existing
photographic record which is
building a library of still images of
Island events.

The video record is being
undertaken by local cameraman
John Booth and is using the latest
digital quality format to record
such events as the General
Election, the Parish Walk, changes
to the landscape, the IRIS Project
and the laying of the MEA pipeline
across the Island. The camera tapes
will eventually be placed in the
Manx National Heritage Library so that future generations and future film makers will have a lively record
of some of the most important events in Manx life. It is anticipated that this project will be on-going.

Music and the Arts
Kiaull as ny h-Ellynyn

Contact us
You can email the Foundation at
heritage@redlyon.com
or write to us at: 
PO Box 1986, Douglas, Isle of Man. 
Telephone (01624) 624093

heritage@redlyon.com
The Foundation is always keen to hear from individuals or groups
who might need assistance for projects relating to Manx culture.
The Foundation meets on a regular basis to consider applications, and
grants and interest-free loans can be awarded where appropriate.

Filming for the Foundation.
Cameraman John Booth checks the shot whilst Charles Guard and Phil Gawne interview

Department of Education Language Officer Phil Kelly for the Foundation’s new video
promoting the Manx Language.
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The Foundation was delighted to be able to
purchase a landrover for the The Laxey

Mines Research Group to help them with
their valuable work in many of the Island’s
mines.
The Group is made up of a band of dedicated
volunteers who have, for some years now,
been exploring the mines of the Isle of Man
and in many cases, making them accessible to
those brave enough to accompany them
underground. In particular at Laxey, they
have undertaken major work in the old adit
which has meant that areas which had been
impossible to visit for many decades are now
reachable under the supervision of the

members of the Group. They have completed a considerable amount of underground restoration and work
semi-professionally for various government departments, planning and undertaking civil engineering
projects on many of the mine sites as well as their own projects and digs.
The landrover was purchased from the Isle of Man Fire Service, and although it had become surplus to
requirements, it is in immaculate condition and ideal for the heavy work the Mines Group require. They
are modifying the vehicle themselves to suit their work.
The Laxey Mines Research group maintain an excellent website which is full of fascinating information
about the Manx mines including photographs, animations and historical information. The address of the
website is:
www.iomonline.co.im/ftpinc/mines/index.htm

After an approach from the UK-based
1805 Club, which is dedicated to the
commemoration of the Battle of
Trafalgar, the Foundation agreed to help
fund the stabilisation and restoration of
the tomb of Captain John Quilliam, the
first lieutenant who was present with
Admiral Nelson on the Victory at the
battle of Trafalgar. The work was
undertaken by a team from local
monumental mason David Gregg, who

carefully treated and repaired the
crumbling stonework, thereby ensuring
that the tomb and its associated memorial
will last for many years to come. A new
plaque commemorating the work has been
erected nearby. Also contributing to the
cost of the work was a Manx-based group
called the Royal Naval Dining Club, which
raised a generous donation at a special
dinner.

Special Projects
SShhaalleeeeyynn  eerr  llhheehh

Members of the Laxey Mines Research group stand proudly next to their
new landrover purchased for them by the Foundation.

Special Projects
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Another important project being undertaken by the Foundation is the transcribing of all existing
traditional Manx music manuscripts onto computer. The music is being input into a special music
program which will allow the various tunes to be printed out and also
to be played back by the computer. Eventually, all the
pieces will be converted to midi files, an
international standard which means
that users anywhere in the world can
download the information from their
computers and thereby have access to
the wealth of Manx music.
The inputting is being undertaken by
Muriel McVaney who has been one of the
Foundation’s most important helpers for a
number of years now. Normally, Muriel
undertakes the transcribing of the large
number of oral history interviews that the
Foundation has completed, and she has typed
many thousands of pages of transcripts for the
various projects. But Muriel’s extensive
knowledge of music means that she is also able
to take on the complexities of transcribing
manuscript notation onto the computer and
gradually building up a library that will eventually contain many hundreds of tunes and their variants.
The resulting collection will then be published as the definitive collection of traditional Manx music,
though as new generations of musicians come forward, there will always be a need to record the new
music that is composed and played.

An ambitious project to video all the
traditional musicians currently contributing
to Manx culture on the Isle of Man was
undertaken over the Easter period in 2001.
During several days at the Erin Arts Centre,
the Island’s leading instrumentalists and
singers were invited to talk about their
favourite traditional pieces, and then to play a
selection of their choice which was videoed
onto a professional digital format with a
stereo sound track. The extensive master
tapes from these sessions will be deposited in
the Manx National Heritage archive, and an
edited version, showing a selection of the
performances, was made available to those
taking part. This will also be available for
viewing in the Manx National Heritage
Library.

This project has provided a valuable snap-shot of the state of Manx traditional music at the turn of the
Millennium and will provide a fascinating record of contemporary music and performance for future
generations.
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('Dan' instead of 'Tom' used at the north).
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Charles Guard at the controls during the recording sessions for Manx
musicians in the Erin Arts Centre over the Easter period in 2001.

The members of the choir Caarjyn Cooidjagh are in the background
waiting to film their contribution.

Muriel McVaney at her computer typing some of the many
tunes that will form part of the definitive collection of

Manx traditional music.
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The Manx Language

medium preschool and primary education, these
new contracts will assist Mooinjer Veggey in
becoming more financially secure in the medium
term. It has only been possible for Mooinjer Veggey
to take on these new contracts thanks to the
Foundation’s continuing support of Mooinjer
Veggey’s Preschool Officer (now titled Education
Officer).

Sheshaght ny Paarantyn (SnyP), is an
organisation representing parents who wish their
children to be educated through the Manx language.

To meet these parents’ wishes, Yn Greinneyder

worked closely with SnyP and the Department of
Education and in September 2001 the new Manx
Medium Class was established. The Manx Heritage
Foundation has provided assistance this year to
SnyP to help support parents through the initial
stages of the development of this unique
educational opportunity. 

The Manx Medium Class was established in
September 2001 and has received considerable
interest from both the Manx and overseas media.

The class has 9 pupils, a teacher and a nursery nurse and all have taken to the experience of being taught, or teaching,
through a second language with few if any problems.

Feailley Ghaelgagh, the Manx Language Festival, was held in Peel this year.  The focus of the festival changed
slightly with a drive to increase community involvement in the festival, however, it continued to provide a vibrant
platform for the promotion and development of the Manx language. It was generally agreed that once again Feailley
Ghaelgagh was a great success with over 800 people attending events and many thousands exposed to the FG 2001
advertising and press coverage.

Developing Links with other Lesser Used Languages.

Yn Greinneyder headed a group of Manx speakers, writers and musicians on a visit to Rathlin Island for a meeting
of the Daauescoill. The Daauescoill is a newly formed organisation representing and encouraging Gaelic speaking
writers, musicians and artists from Ireland, Scotland and Mann.

Manx Vocabulary Builder - the second Manx CD-ROM was produced this year by Yn Cheshaght Ghailckagh
with support from the Foundation. It is aimed more at younger children and it is hoped that it will be as popular as
the first CD-ROM which has almost sold out!

Goo Yn Ghreinneyder. Shoh er ve blein feer scanshoil da’n Ghaelg. Tra ren yn Shirveishagh Ynsee y Brastyl
Lane-Ghaelgagh noa y osley, haink traa ry-heet y Ghaelg dy ve ny smoo shickyr na t’eh er ve rish keead blein. Gyn
ouyrys ta foast ram obbyr ry-yannoo - t’adsyn as fys oc gra nagh vel agh 40% jeh chengey erbee ynsit ayns scoill as
yn 60% elley cheet veih’n lught-thie as boodeeys. Shen myr t’eh agh she foast ny chesmayd feer niartal v’ayn.

S’treih lhiam gra dy vel wheesh dy freggyrtyn cheet stiagh veih screeunyn, postyn-l as chaghteraghtyn chellvane
mleeaney as nagh voddym ceau yn traa ta mee geearree er ny cooishyn lhiasee er-lheh. S’bastagh shen agh she red
yindyssagh dy vel wheesh dy leih ayn nish ta goaill anaase ayns cooishyn Gaelgagh. 

The new Manx Medium Class at Ballacottier.
The Manx Heritage Foundation provided financial support to help

parents through the early stages of this unique educational opportunity.

Y Ghaelg



The Manx Language

Greinnit ec yn Ghreinneyder

Language Development

Yn Greinneyder (the Foundation’s Manx Language
Development Officer), Phil Gawne, continued his work
for the Manx Heritage Foundation and Manx National
Heritage providing advice, support and
encouragement to anyone wishing to promote,
develop or just use the Manx language. Yn
Greinneyder’s working week was increased this year to
allow him to deal more efficiently with the increasing
calls for assistance with a wide variety of language
activities.

Public awareness of the value of the language has
grown considerably in recent years and as Phil’s role as
Yn Greinneyder becomes better known an increasing
numbers of people are calling on him for advice. The
most frequent requests are for house names or basic
vocabulary. There are also some quite obscure

requests, usually from outside the Island; Phil was recently asked to translate a short letter into Manx for a magician’s
support group in America! 

Co-Chlaare Lhiasee

Language Planning

As was noted in last year’s Annual Report, overcoming the tendency for decline in Manx presents a considerable
challenge and it would be unrealistic in the coming decades to expect more than a modest Manx language revival.
Manx cannot realistically have a secure future without well focused language planning fully supported by
Government.

Yn Greinneyder has continued to build on the MHF/MNH Language Development Programme, working to ensure
that its recommendations are fully implemented. To this end, Yn Greinneyder has worked closely with all the
voluntary language organisations as well as with the Department of Education and the Department of Tourism and
Leisure. 

Obbyr Ooilley Yn Undinys

The Manx Heritage Foundation’s Role

The Manx Heritage Foundation continues to provide substantial financial support to a wide range of Manx
language projects, organisations and individuals working for the language.

These projects include 30% funding of Mooinjer Veggey’s development project and playgroups, joint funding with
Manx National Heritage of Yn Greinneyder’s post, support for Yn Cheshaght Ghailckagh’s Feailley Ghaelgagh and
again, this year, financial assistance for the production of a second CD-ROM in Manx and support for Sheshaght ny
Paarantyn (which supports parents and children of the new Manx Medium Class at Ballacottier).

In addition, the Foundation has provided funding for advertising and promotion of
Manx events and has supported language weekends and purchased equipment and
literature to assist language teachers.

Coonceil ny Gaelgey

Manx Gaelic Advisory Council

As a sub-committee of the Manx Heritage Foundation, Coonceil ny Gaelgey
continues to provide authoritative Manx versions of the titles of government
departments, street names &c..., and the creation of new words and phrases in Manx
Gaelic.  Anyone wishing to contact Coonceil ny Gaelgey should contact Phil Gawne
at Thie Vaddrell, Cregneash, on 834844 or at greinney@enterprise.net

Lesh Cooney’n Undinys

Projects Supported by the Manx Heritage Foundation

Mooinjer Veggey, the Manx preschool organisation, continues to grow thanks to
the assistance of the Foundation, and this year Mooinjer Veggey won two contracts
from the Department of Education to run the new Manx Medium Class and a new
nursery in Peel. As well as helping Mooinjer Veggey to increase the level of Manx

Y Ghaelg

The new Manx Vocabulary
Builder

Recording adverts at Manx Radio for the annual Hop tu Naa festival



Photographic Survey

The Photographic Survey of Island
life being undertaken by Mike
Radcliffe for the Foundation has
been continuing during the past
year. There are now many

hundreds of photographs in the
Manx National Heritage Library,
recording all aspects of Manx life,
which will prove a vital record for
future generations.
All photographs are indexed, and
the original negatives are also
being deposited in the library.

The annual cultural award for the person
or group making the most outstanding
contribution to Manx culture was given
this year to Mr Marshall Cubbon, former
Director of the Manx Museum and
National Trust. During his thirty years as
Director, he extended the work of the
Museum by completing the library wing
and considerably enhancing the galleries
and creating new ones, including the
planning for the new extension.  As Keeper
of Ancient Monuments, Mr Cubbon carried
out some significant excavations, most

notably at Killeaba, a site which covered a
period from late Neolithic to early Bronze
Age; Clay Head and numerous emergency

rescue excavations. He was instrumental in helping the Trust to acquire land at Maughold Head, Eary Cushlin,
Spanish Head and the Chasms, Fort Island and other significant stretches of the Manx coastline.
He contributed to the research into Manx history and culture by the publication of many articles in journals both
within and outside the Isle of Man, and he has served on committees of such organisations as the Society for the
Preservation of the Manx Countryside, the Advisory Council on Planning and the Isle of Man Natural History and
Antiquarian Society of which he has been President more than once. Since his retirement he has been a regular
lecturer with the University of Liverpool’s Department of Continuing Education. As winner of the Reih Bleeaney
Vanannan Mr Cubbon was invited to name a Manx cultural cause which would receive a donation of £500 from the
Foundation, and Mr Cubbon chose to donate the money to the Isle of Man Natural History and Antiquarian Society.

Towshan co-chaslys sollys

Mr Marshall Cubbon OBE, RBV, receiving the Reih Bleeaney Vanannan Trophy
from President of Tynwald and retiring Chairman of the Manx Heritage

Foundation, the Hon Noel Cringle.
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The geological map of the Isle of
Man, which the Foundation helped
to fund, has now been published
and is available, free, from the
Department of Tourism offices.  It

can also be viewed on the new website manxgegology.com which
features a wide range of graphics, illustrations and information about
the geology of the Island.

The Foundation has been funding research into some of the most
fascinating papers that are held in the Manx National Heritage Library. They
relate to the extraordinary 19th century character Pierre Henri Joseph Baume
who came to live in the Isle of Man towards the end of his life. He was born in
Marseille in 1797 and was the son of a periwig-maker and in 1810 he went to
Italy to join his father, who was serving in the French army there.  In 1815 he
was taken to London by an English philanthropist and he briefly taught French
and Italian to young ladies before going to Paris as secretary to Prince
Castelcicala, the ambassador of Ferdinand, king of the two Sicilies, at the French
court of Louis XVIII.  In 1820 the Prince sent Baume to Naples, where he
became private secretary to Ferdinand's son and heir, the duke de Calabra, but
his brilliant career came to an end in the middle of 1821 when he was
summarily dismissed by the duke.

He returned to Paris and a chaotic world of family disintegration, failed
business enterprises and a brief flirtation with ecstatic religion.  In 1827 he
settled in London as a radical

free-thinker, seller of unstamped newspapers, devotee of
phrenology and seeker of truth.  He also had a great deal of
money at his disposal, which he used to underwrite a free-
thinking Sunday assembly and to pioneer "Experimental
Gardens" on 14 acres of "furze-covered wasteland" where "a
group of radical tailors & shoemakers and their families
worked the land co-operatively."  Over the next twenty five
years he acquired more property, established trusts for
building schools and orphanages and acquired notoriety as
a reclusive and ascetic benefactor who micro-managed his
properties and stubbornly fought local authorities, lawyers
and priests.  Fancying himself a philosopher, he also
compiled a vast "Vocabulary of Truths" and wrote a radical
interpretation of law and society.  

In the mid-1850s he left London never to return.  He
spent a couple of years in Manchester before moving to the Isle of Man in 1859, where he bought more land
and continued his "pursuit of philanthropy under difficulties" until he died here in 1875.  He left behind a
great deal of money to perpetuate his philanthropic work and to this day the Baume Scholarship is presented
at the annual Manx Music Festival. He was a brilliant writer and diarist, as well as an extraordinarily
accomplished artist, and the document above, which looks like an official printed document with a seal on, is
in fact, entirely hand-drawn. He left behind a mountain of personal papers, much of which are written in tiny
handwriting in either French, Italian or English. The Foundation is funding Dr Ros Stott to transcribe and
research these extraordinary documents which, when published, will be of international significance.

General Research

General Research

AAaarroonnsseeyy  CCaaddjjiinn



Preliminary work on a
new biography of Sir
Charles Kerruish has
started, and resident
historian and author
Derek Winterbottom
is undertaking to
write the book which
will chart the career of
Sir Charles from
young MHK to the
longest serving

speaker in the Commonwealth and eventually the
first President of Tynwald. The biography will be
published in July of 2002.

GENERAL GRANTS

A variety of groups and individuals have
benefited from support from the
Foundation in the past year including
various local music and dance groups
whose trips abroad to represent the Isle of
Man have been financed. The New Manx
History and the Manx Placename Survey
have continued to be supported and
preparation for other publications such as
the updated Manx Worthies has also been
funded. Local musicians have been
recorded and various leaflets of cultural
and historic interest have been supported.

FOUNDATION AIMS

The Manx Heritage Foundation is a
registered charity funded by the Manx
Government  charged with fostering and
supporting Manx culture.  Its broad aims
are to identify unique areas of Manx
heritage and culture and to find practical
ways of making them relevant to today’s
society.  To this end during the past year,
the Foundation has given grants to a wide
range of projects and individuals and has
funded a number of its own projects and
research.
During the year the membership has
changed as a result of the General Election
of November 2001. The Hon Noel Cringle,
President of Tynwald, retired as Chairman
in January 2002 and was replaced by the
Hon Tony Brown, Speaker of the House of
Keys. The Foundation’s other Tynwald
member, Sir Miles Walker also retired, and
was replaced by Onchan MHK, Mr Peter
Karran.
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has a membership of seven, two of whom are Tynwald members.  Of the
other members one represents the Isle of Man Arts Council, one represents Manx National Heritage, and the other
three are recommended by the Council of Ministers and approved by Tynwald.
As a result of changes after the 2001 General Election, the Hon Noel Cringle, President of Tynwald, retired as the
Foundation’s Chairman, and was replaced by the new Speaker of the House of Keys, the Hon J A Brown SHK.
Sir Miles Walker MHK also retired and was replaced by Mr Peter Karran MHK.

The Hon Noel Cringle President of Tynwald (retired January 2002)
The Hon Tony Brown Speaker of the House of Keys (appointed January 2002)
Sir Miles Walker MHK Member of the House of Keys (retired January 2002)
Peter Karran MHK Member of the House of Keys (appointed January 2002)
Dr Fenella Bazin University Administrator and Lecturer
Anne Craine Company Director
Dr Brian Stowell Manx Language
Stephen Harrison Director of Manx National Heritage
Sir David Wilson Isle of Man Arts Council

Officers:
Charles Guard Administrator
Peter Oates Hon Treasurer
Peter Kelly OBE Hon Adviser

Patron - The Hon Sir Charles Kerruish.

The Foundation

For and on behalf of the Manx Heritage Foundation.
JJ AA BBrroowwnn PP OOaatteess
Chairman Treasurer

The annual accounts of the Foundation for 2001/02 were approved by the Foundation on 31st May 2002.  These
accounts, which form part of the report, are included on the following pages along with a statement of the
Foundation’s policy.

The Foundation

Yn Undinys

Yn Undinys

The Manx Heritage Foundation
From left to right

Stephen Harrison, Dr Fenella Bazin, Sir David Wilson, Hon Tony Brown SHK,
Dr Brian Stowell, Hon Noel Cringle, Peter Oates, Charles Guard, Anne Craine, Peter Kelly.
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